
 

 

The first committee meeting after the AGM is held to appoint the officers of the club and this took place on 

Wednesday April 25th, 2018. 

Chairman   Robin Duys 

Company Secretary  Peter Hibberd 

Treasurer   Brian Wilson 

Committee members  David Hale, Stuart Bond, George White, Malcolm Mogford. 

 

Chairman’s Corner                                                                                                     May 2018  

Hello everyone. 
Just wanted to say that I shall with your help, do my very best to build on the inheritance that has come my way by 
succeeding David Hale who has worked so hard for the Club, and we all have a great debt of gratitude to him for his 
hard work. 
 
I am a strong believer that people who kindly volunteer to head up projects and departments, should be left alone to 
get on with the job, and to this end I will be there to support and encourage everyone, and ask you to bring your 
costed projects to me and the Club Committee, and if it is viable you will be left to get your teams together and get 
on with it. 
Together we can grow the railway to even greater heights!                 Thank you, enjoy!                             Robin. 
 
Reflections on retiring as treasurer  - Thank you to Richard Ashdown.  

Richard was thanked for his sterling work over the last 14 years as Treasurer of the 

Society at our recent AGM.  

I became treasurer of ESSMEE in 2004, while we were negotiating a lease with the 
Royal Bath & West Society. When we were able to move onto the site in November 
that year, a large part of the job was keeping track of the many generous loans 
made by members to enable us to start work on the building and the track.   I recently had another look at the video 
on the club computer showing what we accomplished in those first few months.  If you haven’t seen it, take a look 
but please ignore the Health and Safety lapses. 
 
A couple of years later we became a limited company and a charity. This meant that the annual report was now a bit 
more involved as it had to meet the requirements of Companies’ House and the Charity Commissioners. 
 
I have enjoyed the job but felt that as increasing age brings increasing forgetfulness, it was time to hand over to 
someone younger.  (My next ambition is to find someone to replace me as treasurer of the Castle Cary branch of the 
WEA – I’ve been doing that one for 29 years!)                                                        Richard Ashdown   

Mendip Training   

Driver training for Mendip has started again! Please put 
your name on the driver training list that is on the notice 
board. 

Ian in action at the Open Weekend.  
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Some good news on the wheelchair carriage for B&WR. At a committee meeting, it 
was agreed to order this carriage. This situation arose through the sterling efforts by 
George White to sell some surplus club items including the engraving machine and 
the wood turning lathe. Additionally, Mike Richardson generously donated his 
surplus to requirement petrol generator which was also sold quickly. The hardworking ladies in the kitchen helped to 
raise about £300 at the recent open weekend, from the sale of egg, bacon, sausage and black pudding rolls plus the 
cakes.  

Further funds have arrived in the form a very generous donation from a club member who wishes to remain 
anonymous. This donation was for £1,000. 

At the committee meeting, the shortfall of funds was just under £900 which it was agreed the club would fund until 
further monies were forthcoming. We currently have 2 applications outstanding to Thatchers and Mulberry. 

In the event that more donations are received than are currently required, money will be returned to club funds 
from the sale of surplus items. 

The delivery of the carriage is advertised as 16 weeks, which would mean that delivery at the earliest would not be 
until September 2018. We need this time to create space within the club house to store this carriage. 

This work has not come at the best time as we will be in the busy running season, and your help in clearing space, 
manufacture and commissioning the storage structure would be greatly appreciated. 

Finally, thanks are extended to all those who offered encouragement and support in the process of seeking 
donations, and especially to our anonymous club member. 

Bath and West Main Show 2018               May 30th, 31st, June 1st, June 2nd 

This is our biggest event of the year and it would be great to have as many members as possible helping 
over the four days. The jobs range from crossing gates, station master, ticket sales, guarding, driving, 
signalling, refreshments, and lots more. Roy Lipscombe has volunteered to work out the rota (thanks) so 
please let him know when you are available to help with details of your availability and roles you are willing 
to undertake. Also would locomotive owners and custodians indicate their locos availability and supply a 
list of their approved drivers. This is the opportunity to increase our revenue so we can undertake projects 
over the winter months. Thank you in advance. lipscombe@btinternet.com  

BBQ 

Thursday 17th May 1730hrs onwards 

Steam up from 1300hrs  
 

Burgers, Sausage, Halloumi, Potato Wedges,  
Greek Salad  

                  and a glass of something. 
              Vegetarian option available                                    All for the cost of £5.00. 

Please let Brian Wilson or George White know if you are coming. 
Verbally - make sure they write it down! 
Telephone  01749 674 489 GW              07527 460 297  BW 
email   somersetwhites@gmail.com             brian95psi@gmail.com 
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Bristol ME Exhibition             17th – 19th August 2018  
‘Tempus Fugit’.  It’s that time of year again already!  The Bristol ME 
Exhibition is only four months away and ESSMEE has once more 
agreed to take part.  Last year’s exhibition was another good show for 
ESSMEE with many favourable comments regarding the stand and the 
fact that we made the effort to get ‘Mendip’ there. 

No such excessive effort this year though.  We are, however, thinking 
about taking Roger HC’s Garrett so we could have another noticeable 
exhibit.  We will need more, obviously, so give it some thought as to 
what you can contribute to your club stand.  It can be anything, it 
doesn’t have to be finished, it doesn’t have to be exceptional, it just 
needs to be of interest to fellow model engineers. 

August is not that far away so I will be contacting everyone again soon. And if you want ‘free entry’ volunteer to 
commit an hour or so to man (woman) the club stand                    Stuart Bond.                                                                                            

Spring Open Weekend, 21st & 22nd April 2018  
A very special thank you to Anne and Mike Malleson for all their hard work 
before and during the weekend. 
We thought we would let our visitors speak for us this time:  

 
Just a note to say many thanks for the open weekend, had a great time and 
enjoyed the evening light show - both the runners' and nature's.                       
Pete (Davis) 
 
Hello just thought I'd take the time to say thank you to you and all the other 
volunteers at ESSMEE for inviting me to your open weekend. My friend and 
myself had a great time - we really enjoyed ourselves despite the thunder 
storm on Saturday night. We would definitely like to come back in October 
for your next open weekend. I hope the very nice ladies selling the teas, 
coffees, hot food and those yummy cakes managed to raise enough money to get a wheelchair carriage.   
Thanks again - hope you have a great season.   Lee Moseley        Kensey Valley Miniature Railway  

 
Thanks very much 
indeed for the 
invitation. It was 
great, although a 
shame we were limited 
to the Sunday 
afternoon through 
other activities. Will 
definitely make a date 
for October               
David Henshaw 
 
 

Thank you for a fantastic weekend. Look forward to visiting again    Regards,             William Powell 



Thank you very much for my lovely day I had visiting your railway on Saturday. As always I enjoy running my train set 
and meeting members of ESSMEE, and also visitors from other societies too. It was good to see more 5'' gauge locos 
in action on this occasion. I certainly will look forward to my next visit. As you will see I made a film during my visit. 
Here is a Youtube link.https://youtu.be/eZrilWXhtqQ                     Sincerely                     Pete Devrell                            
 
Just to say a big THANKYOU for all the work that you and your team did at the Open Weekend. We really enjoyed the 
friendly company of the ESSMEE members and friends with traction engines. Thank you again for making our 
steaming weekend special.  Looking forward to October! Kind regards Joy and “Lew” Lewis 

 
Thanks, Anne. We will try to get a few more of our Cornish 7¼ " friends 
to come up next time too!  
I have put a video up on Youtube, feel free to use it to help promote the 
event if you want to: 
Bath & West Railway open weekend spring 2018 - miniature steam 
railway         Simon Mace 
 
 
 
 

We should be saying thank you to you and your members. It was a well 
organised weekend in lovely settings. Due to technical issues with my 
4" traction engine we just came up on Sunday and enjoyed the train 
rides and met our fellow members from the Weymouth club. Thank you 
to you all    Dave White 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to photographers Roger Hill 
Cottingham, Anne and Mike Malleson 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/eZrilWXhtqQ
https://youtu.be/AcOubMSjTsc
https://youtu.be/AcOubMSjTsc


 

Draw hooks 
Mark Phillips came to me some three or four weeks ago with a sample of a 3D printed 5 ins, gauge plastic draw hook, 
did I think it was worth testing? 
 
One could hear the rivet counters shaking their heads, tutting in silent disbelief that such an item should even be 
considered! So, to that end, I modified the 10ton box van I have nearly finished, and fitted the “plastic hook” which 
took a 2BA nut to secure. 
 
On the second day of the recent open day event I marshalled the box van behind a long rake of various wagons, 12 in 
number, (that was nearly all there was there) and asked various drivers to shunt, drive to the south marshalling yard 
and back, and to snatch the load as often as they wished, and then suggested that they drive the complete train with 
the box van still behind the Loco around the main line as many times as they liked, having warned them as to what I 
was interested in. 
 
Have you guessed the answer to this saga? Well on Mark’s behalf I am very glad to say it did the job perfectly, and is 
still fully intact, and perhaps we should repeat the exercise with even more wagons. How long the plastic will last, 
and what it’s load shear strength is we don’t know, but it ain’t ‘alf done well so far! I say hats off to the Doctor, who 
is having an eye operation this coming week.      Robin Duys. 

 

 

 
 

Mike Brown’s Award  

 

Not only does Mike Brown work relentlessly on the signals all year, in all 
weathers, but he also gives his time to the British Red Cross. He has just 
received an award for giving 50 years’ service. 
  
He started in the Society in 1968 when Civil Defence closed down. Since then 
he has done First Aid, ambulance driving, nursing, assisting police in searches 
for people, and, since they moved to this area, working in the Sherborne 
shop.  For the last 36 years I have been ably assisted in this work by Hilary. 

 
Newsletter articles 
 
Have you been somewhere interesting, can you report on a project, or can you tell us about the club 
projects? Send it all to janiceapwhite@yahoo.com  
 
 
Forthcoming events:   
 
May 17th  Steam up 1pm onwards and barbecue 5.30 onwards 
May 30th/31st/June 1st/2nd  ~~~~~Bath and West Main Show~~~~~ 
June 11th  Sweet Pea Rally visit, Cancelled 
June 21st  Steam up at Alhampton with Stephen Wessel   

Don’t forget that if you use the Amazon website our society 
can benefit financially. Just go through the link at the bottom 

of our homepage on the website each time you shop.  

http://www.essmee.org.uk/ 

She always holds my hand when we go 

shopping in case I buy some engine 

parts. 
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